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Fact Sheet 6 - Instructional strategies for teachers and TAs 

• Instructional strategies are ways of helping students to learn. 

• TAs spend a great deal of time teaching students and therefore need to know 

how to apply basic instructional strategies. 

• A curriculum is a document that outlines what students need to learn. 

• Subject knowledge is knowledge of a particular subject (such as maths). TAs 

do not need to be a subject expert but the more they can learn, the better. 

• A scaffolded approach is a 3-step teaching and learning process that consists 

of the instructional phase, fading and handover. 

• Chunking is simply dividing a task into smaller pieces. 

• The 3Ps stands for ‘Pause, Prompt and Praise’.  

• Consistent prompting is the key to motivating students to learn. There are 2 

types of prompts: simultaneous and least-to most. 

• Ensure that you rarely give students the answers to learning tasks and 

questions – withhold answers instead. TAs give answers to questions too 

often and this has a negative effect on students’ progress. 

• TAs ask and respond to hundreds of questions each day, so it’s important to 

learn best-practice questioning skills such as using open questions. 

• As a student becomes more competent in a task, fade your support. 

• The levels of instruction: TAs should use are modelling, shared learning, 

guided learning and independent learning.  

• Focus on concept understanding instead of task completion. There is no point 

completing a task if the student doesn’t understand the main concept. 

• Targeted correction means focusing your feedback on the lesson’s goals 

while ignoring everything else (such as spelling errors). 

• Advanced instructional strategies include formative assessment, building on 

existing knowledge, think-alouds, metacognition and the ZPD. While these are 

advanced strategies, all TAs should eventually learn them. 

• Metacognition is a focus on ‘learning how to learn’. The main benefit of teaching 

metacognitive skills is that students become independent learners. 


